THE    DUKE    OF    WINDSOR
"During these hard days I have been comforted by Her
Majesty, my mother, and by my family. The Ministers of the
Crown, and in particular Mr. Baldwin, the Prime Minister,
have always treated me with full consideration. There has
never been any constitutional difference between me and
them, and between me and Parliament.
"Bred in the constitutional traditions by my father, I should
never have allowed any such issue to arise. Ever since I was
Prince of Wales, and later on when I occupied the throne,
I have been treated with the greatest kindness by all classes
of people, wherever I have lived or journeyed throughout
the Empire. For that I am very grateful.
"I now quit altogether public affairs, and I lay down my
burden. It may be some time before I return to my native
land, but I shall always follow the fortunes of the British race
and Empire with profound interest, and if at any time in the
future I can be found of service to His Majesty in a private
station I shall not fail.
"And now we all have a new King. I wish him and you,
his people, happiness and prosperity with all my heart. God
bless you all. GOD SAVE THE KING!"
INSTRUMENT   OF   ABDICATION
I, Edward the Eighth, of Great Britain, Ireland, and the
British Dominions beyond the Seas, King, Emperor of India,
do hereby declare My irrevocable determination to renounce
the Throne for Myself and for My descendants, and My desire
that effect should be given to this Instrument of Abdication
immediately.
In token whereof I have hereunto set My hand this tenth
day of December, nineteen hundred and thirty-six, in the
presence of the witnesses whose signatures are subscribed.
SIGNED AT                                                              EDWARD R.L
FORT BELVEDERE
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